BY MIKE REGAN

Give Your

Landscape a

Facelift

A relandscaping plan will enhance the

attractiveness of your outdoor

providing quality work for your homeowner

association. The property always looks nice, the
edges of the lawn are neatly trimmed, and proper mowing
has kept the turf fresh, lush and green. However, with all of
the maintained landscape areas in check, you still just don't
seemn to think the property looks as good as it could. If you
have ever considered this about your property, you are
amaong many whao feel the same way In fact, from a
landscape maintenance professional's expenience, this type
of situation is usually seen on homeowner association
projects daily. It is often the result of an outdated landscape;,
a landscape which has now become older than its age
reveals, surviving to its best without a proper plan, In this
situation, the solution calls for a relandscaping plan; a plan
that will enhance the unique attractiveness that your
outdoar living space is capable of unfurling while often
times not requiring a hefty price tag with the service.

Yc}ur landscape maintenance company is consistently
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Living space.

AGE OF PROPERTY

Far too often it's a fairly youthful property, a property
often falling between the range ot ten to forty years old, in
which the landscaping has crealed an aged look long before
it's time, If you are concerned that your association is a
product of this, it's helpful to compare your property with
the newer developments throughout San Diego.
Refreshing landscapes can often be found on both the
newly built homeowners associations as well as many
condo conversion projects in development. It is apparent in
such projects that the end effect look is considerably
different, and mare eye catching, that that of the “older”
projects.

BIG PICTURE LANDSCAPING

When landscape updates are in need, the question
often asked by the homeowner association board to their
landscape maintenance provider is, how can the landscape
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Landscape Facelift...
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become updated without spending a
huge amount of money?  Although
there are many ways to address this, the
best recommendation would be to
complete the updates through a phased
program. To do so, a plan is needed to
determine the desires of how the
landscape will change. Additional
considerations within the plan should
involve the type of look the landscape
will portray that will sufficiently revitalize
the property. It is essential that the
homeowners association determine an
appropriate theme for their project, for
instance, a tropical theme, or even a
drought tolerant theme. The theme can
be practical just as it can be creative, and
your landscape maintenance contractor
can provide you with recommendations
for your perfect theme.
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CONSTRUCTING A PLAN

Chnce you have established the type
of theme you are looking for, it is ime to
design a plan. The word “plan” often
conjures up images of landscape
architects, landscape designers and the
possible costs associated with such
services.  ‘While hiring contractors to
create a plan may be necessary and
appropriate in many cases, it may not be
necessary for other situations. Creating
a plan can be as easy as consulting with
your landscape maintenance
professional who may be able to create
a similar plan, not necessarily drafted as
would be by an expensive landscape
architect, but rather outlined and
presented in a letter form. Such a format
can alsc bring your theme to life and
create a structured agenda to tackle the
re-landscaping project at a minimal cost,
if any, to your association.
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ADHERING TO THE PLAN

Subsequent to the creation of a
plan, there must be an agreement
among the homeowner association
board. It is imperative that the board
votes on the plan and that the accepted
plan is used as a guideline for re-
landscaping the project. This plan must
be followed closely throughout the
possible course of change which often
happens within associations. Often this
is the case of Board Members leaving, or
perhaps entirely new Board of directors
coming into office, leaving the design
idea once agreed on by the previous
members open to change or becoming
caompletely disregarded. The end result is
a property with many different themes
throughout the landscape. All board
members should be in unison for the
plan and kept completely abreast as
changes occur.

GETTING TO WORK

After the plan is agreed upon and
adopted, the next step is to get to wark.
If the association is a small project, the
plan may be as simple as getting a bid
from the maintenance contractor and
having the upgrades completed
promptly. If the project is large, the plan
will need to be phased in over a longer
period of time. Depending on the size
and budget, re-landscaping a larger
property may take months or sometimes
years in certain cases.

OUTSIDE THE BOX
LANDSCAPE THOUGHT

it may also be discovered that in the
process of re-landscaping, removing all
plant material on site and replacing the
barren areas with new plant material is
not always necessary.  Instead of
spending maney on all new plant
installations, simply making certain
removals throughout the project and
implementing new materials in certain
specified areas, may be enough to
create an invigorating new landscape.






